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Sir: 

The instant paper responds to the Office Action mailed January 14, 2004. 
Amendments to the claims begin on page 2 of this paper. 
Remarks/ Arguments begin on page 5 of this paper. 
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Remarks/Ar gu men ts : 

Applicant wishes to thank the Examiner for the timely notification that the drawings filed 
November 28, 2003, are approved. 

Claims 23 and 24, presented hereby, are pending. 

Claims 21 and 22 are canceled, hereby, without prejudice or disclaimer. 

Entry of the instant amendment - replacing claims 21 and 22 with presented claims 23 
and 24 - after final rejection is appropriate. As explained, below, it places the subject application 
in condition for immediate allowance, and it raises no new issues requiring further search or 
consideration. 

Claims 23 and 24 correct inadvertent clerical errors appearing in claims 21 and 22, 
respectively, in order correctly represent claims 15 and 16, respectively, rewritten as independent 
claims. Claims 23 and 24, which had been presented as independently written claims 15 and 16, 
contain duplicated text. Additionally, claim 24 omitted an item for the defined mathematical 
"expression," i.e., the variable "a 3 ." 

Applicant also wishes to thank the Examiner for pointing out the aforesaid deficiencies in 
claims 21 and 22, i.e., in the claims objection. In view of the changes to the claims reflected in 
claims 23 and 24, presented hereby, the objection is resolved. 

Claims 21 and 22 were rejected for alleged obviousness-type double patenting, based on 
claims 1, 14, and 15 of U.S. Pat. No. 6,376,843. The rejection is rendered moot by the Terminal 
Disclaimer submitted, herewith, under 37 CFR 1.321(c). 

All issues of record being resolved, notice of allowance appears in order. 
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Favorable action is requested. 
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